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L:e De'iecwr Defended
Before Skeptical Panel

Experts Agree Success of Exams Depends
" on Operator, but Differ Over Training

APR10 1964

Exciusive to The Times from the Washington Post
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_|ithe rug out all at once,” he

asked whether government
use of the polygraph shquld'
be halted until - adequate;
standards are developed.
Inbau was not-ready to go
that far. "I'm not for, pulling

said.
The eubcommlttee s pre-|..
liminary investigation

showed - that 19 agenciés

. ‘earlier that 80% of the fe-

¢ WASHINGTON—A panel
‘of 1ie detector experts
stoutly defended the reliabi-
lity of polygraph tests before
'a skeptical. House subcom-
mittee Thursday.

' The experts agreed that
the reliability depends on
the skill of the examiner,
however — and then they
could not agree on the

trammg required to develop
.& competent operator.

i Fred E. Inbau, a North-
western - Umver51ty law
professor who estimated

deral government's. poly-
graph operators are unquali-} |
fied, said apprenticeship'*
:trammg should be- requn'ed'
for all examiners, - , ;‘

+  Four Witnesses g

He also recommended the'
‘immediate creation. of - an)
inter-agency committee ' toi
establish standards and pol3
icies for government's use of
the polygraph. = - -~ -
! Inbau- was. one of four
witnesses appearing before a.
government operalions
subcommittee headed. by
:Rep. John E. Moss, (D-Cal.)..’

* Moss said it seemed ins .

'credxble to him that lan. -eXH|
‘aminer without medical]
‘trammg could reliably in-

tefpret the physiological| - -

freactions - with polygraph
measures . L ]

a six-week’

Cleve Backster, who gives

adminisiered mare Than 102

course at this
school of lie' detection in
New York, said his program,
followed by supervised ex-
perience, develops comrpe
tent examiners.

John A. Reid and George
Lindberg, of John E. Reid &
Associates of Chicago, re-
commended a

six - month}i

000 polygraph tests in 1963.
Many of the tests were given
in screening job applicants, “*
Backster said polvgraph’
examinations .are t hree
times ag effective ag" fleldf
investigations in turning pp.
{derogatory material about’!

‘applicants for jobs m the;

course followed sby a six-| Central Intelligence Agency‘

month apprenticeship.

Along with other stan-,

dards, mcludmg a collegej;
degr‘ee Lindberg proposed;
that the government also’,

require ' examinérs to un-
dergo lie, detector tests

t.hemselves

* Ogden R Reld (R NY)‘ mmahom ‘being conducted.

Rty

ri Subcommittee  members'
‘were startled by Lindberg's! -
qtatement that the Reid la-
boratory has turned up
;homicides. which were not
reported because they were
Jnot “"at issue" in the exa-

"It issurprising and

somewhat shocking to me
that this .exists," said ‘Rep;
John 8.’ Monqgan, -(D-Conn.);
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